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The missing web ? 

http://www.conservatives.com/News/SpeechList.aspx?  

http://www.conservatives.com/News/SpeechList.aspx
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The missing web ? 

http://www.conservatives.com/News/SpeechList.aspx?  

http://www.conservatives.com/News/SpeechList.aspx
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The missing web saved 

http://webarchive.org.uk  

http://webarchive.org.uk/
http://webarchive.org.uk/


www.bl.uk 5 

The missing web: individuals 

votedavidcameron.org (archived 24/5/05) at UK Web  Archive   
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The missing web: organisations 

tvpa.police.uk (archived 21/11/12) at UK Web  Archive   
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UK Web Archive 

• Selective archiving since 2004 

• Sites of cultural or scholarly 

importance for the UK 

• 13,400 sites, 61,000 instances, 20TB 

of data 

• British Library, National Library of 

Wales, JISC 

• Plus many collaborators: Women’s 

Library, Live Art Development 

Agency, NHS 

• http://webarchive.org.uk  

http://webarchive.org.uk/
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Web archiving: the basics 

What 

• Selecting, capturing, storing, preserving and managing access to snapshots of websites  over time 

How 

• Use crawler software to download websites automatically 

• Selective or domain archiving  

• Provide access in a Web Archive 

When 

• Since mid 1990s  

Who 

• Heritage and memory organisations, eg BL, The National Archives 

• University libraries  

• Not-for-profit and commercial organisations, eg Internet Archive 

• Individual researchers 

Why  

• Global information resource 

• Artefact of cultural and technology change 

• Representative sample of the web: historical and sociological data that may not be found 
elsewhere 

• Part of national digital heritage - legal requirements 
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A lost website, saved 

votedavidcameron.org (archived 24/5/05) at UK Web  Archive   
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Non-print legal deposit, before and after: 

what has changed ? 

 

 

 

BEFORE AFTER 

Scale 14,000 4 – 5 million 

Workflow (and 

tools) 

Selection prior to harvesting   Selection / curation can happen after 

harvesting 

Permission to 

archive 

Required Can collect in-scope material without 

permission 

Access  Online  Reading rooms only (unless with direct 

permission for online access) 

Ownership British Library  Legal Deposit Libraries 
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Progress: domain crawl 

• 1st Legal Deposit domain crawl, April – June 2013 

 

– Started with 3.8 million seeds  

 

– Ran between 8th April -  21st June and collected over 31TB data 

 

– 4.2 million hosts 

 

– c.1.2 billion resources 
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Access: via reading room pages 

http://www.bl.uk/rroomwelcome/webarchives.html  

http://www.bl.uk/rroomwelcome/webarchives.html
http://www.bl.uk/rroomwelcome/webarchives.html
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LDUKWA  access tool : search results 
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What does the UK web look like ? 
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JISC UK Web Domain Dataset 1996-2013 

• Funded by JISC to create a research collection of UK 

websites  

• Collaboration between the Internet Archive, JISC and the 

British Library  

• Copy of subset of the Internet Archive’s web collection that 

relates to the UK  

• c.300 million resources, 60TB in total 

• No local access – possible through the Internet Archive 

• Can be used to generate secondary datasets 
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Prototype search for UK Domain Dataset 
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Archived site in Internet Archive 
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HTML version analysis 

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/visualisation/ukwa.ds.2/fmt  
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Ngram: Prime Ministers 

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/ngramia/  

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/ngramia/
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/ngramia/
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Datasets available for download 

The host link graph 

1996 | appserver.ed.ac.uk | portico.bl.uk 1  

1996 | art-www.acorn.co.uk | portico.bl.uk 1  

1996 | astra.ich.ucl.ac.uk | portico.bl.uk 1  

1996 | back.niss.ac.uk | portico.bl.uk 1  

1996 | beta.bids.ac.uk | portico.bl.uk 2  

 

19GB (130GB unzipped), at: http://tinyurl.com/kon2eve 

 

 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/kon2eve
http://tinyurl.com/kon2eve
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An archbishop in hot water 
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Inbound links to Canterbury site 

The host link graph 

2001 | itn.co.uk | archbishopofcanterbury.org 1  

2006 | dioceseofyork.org.uk | archbishopofcanterbury.org 19  

2008 | divinity.cam.ac.uk | archbishopofcanterbury.org 11  

2004 | secularism.org.uk | archbishopofcanterbury.org 3  

 

… and c.2.5k others 
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Watching the news from a distance 

http://peterwebster.me/category/web-archiving//  

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/ngramia/
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/ngramia/
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/ngramia/
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Methodological challenges: what is in the 

archive ? 

• National web archives: some selective, some legal deposit 

• When is comprehensive not comprehensive ? 

• Defining the national   (http://tinyurl.com/m9ue5gw ) 

http://tinyurl.com/m9ue5gw
http://tinyurl.com/m9ue5gw
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Methodological challenges: when was it in 

the archive ? 

• Understanding the crawl profile 

• Crawl date NOT publication date 

• Citation standard: what, when archived 
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Thank you ! 

 
Peter.Webster@bl.uk 

@pj_webster / @UKWebArchive / @netpreserve 

 

britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/webarchive 

 

  

mailto:Peter.Webster@bl.uk

